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	CRITERIA
	WEIGHT
	UNSATISFACTORY

(Below Performance Standards)
	PROFICIENT

(Minimal Criteria)
	ADVANCED

(Demonstrates Exceptional Performance)

	WORK ETHIC
	20%
	·  Website is not completed on time

· Website does not adequately include one or more of the following items:  biographical information, details about the author's writing style, recurring themes in his/her works, how he/she was accepted during the 1950's, political opinions, excerpts from novels, photographs & visuals
	· Website is completed on time
· Website adequately includes the majority of the following items:  
· biographical information
· details about the author's writing style
· recurring themes in his/her works
· how he/she was received during the 1950's
· political opinions
· excerpts from works
· photographs, visuals and/or timelines
	In addition to meeting the PROFICIENT criteria..
· The student effectively & thoughtfully included the following items:  biographical information, details about the author's writing style, recurring themes in his/her works, how he/she was accepted during the 1950's, political opinions, excerpts from novels, photographs, visuals and/or timelines

	
	
	0-----------30----------------50----------------34
	35 - - - - - - - - - - - 40- - - - - - - - - - - - - 44
	45-- - - - - - - - - - - - 48 - - - - - - - - - - - - 50

	ENGLISH CONTENT
	40%
	· Website does not demonstrate an adequate understanding of the author’s life based on extensive research from a variety of sources & seems to have been taken from an internet biography source

· Website does not demonstrate an adequate understanding of the author’s writing style, themes, political views or how well he/she was received during the 1950’s
· Website does not adequately include and/or analyze excerpts from the author’s works

· Information is inaccurate or incomplete
	· Website demonstrates an adequate understanding of the author’s life based on extensive research from a variety of sources & is not merely taken from an internet biography source
· Website demonstrates an adequate understanding of the author’s writing style, themes, political views, as well as how he/she was received during the 1950’s

· Website adequately discusses the author’s works
· Website includes & analyzes excerpts from at least one work written during the 1950’s
· Information is accurate & complete
	In addition to meeting the PROFICIENT criteria
· Website demonstrates a thorough understanding of the author’s life, effectively integrating a variety of sources with the student’s own analysis/commentary

· Website demonstrates a thorough understanding of the author’s writing style, themes, political views, as well as how he/she was received during the 1950’s
· Website effectively & accurately discusses the author’s works, analyzing appropriate excerpts from several works written by the author (at least one from the 1950’s)

	
	
	0 -------------30----------------50-----------------69
	70-- - - - - - -75 - - - - - - - - - - -83 - - - - - - - - 89
	90-- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --100

	WRITTEN COMMUNICATION
	20%
	· No clear thesis that assesses the author’s status as “Great American Author”

· Thesis is not supported by strong research and/or analysis

· There are many errors in spelling, grammar, punctuation & word choice
	· There is a clear thesis that assesses the author’s status as “Great American Author”

· Thesis is supported by adequate research and analysis

· Writing is generally free from errors in spelling, grammar, punctuation & word choice
· Writing is generally clear, coherent & developed
	In addition to meeting the PROFICIENT criteria..
· Writing is engaging, creative & well-developed
· Writing effectively integrates research with the student’s own commentary & analysis

	
	
	0-----------30----------------50----------------34
	35 - - - - - - - - - - - 40- - - - - - - - - - - - - 44
	45 - - - - - - - - - - - -48 - - - - - - - - - - - - 50

	CRITICAL THINKING 
	20%
	· All links do not work on the website

· Navigation is not clear, consistent, or may be difficult to use

· Design is sloppy & detracts from content

· Website does not integrate knowledge of the historical era within the analysis of the author’s status as a “Great American Author”
	· All links work on the website

· Navigation is clear, consistent & easy to use

· Design enhances understanding

· Website adequately integrates knowledge of the historical era within the analysis of the author’s status as a “Great American Author”
	In addition to meeting the PROFICIENT criteria..
· Website displays a variety of information that demonstrates careful planning & thorough research
· Website is creative & engaging

· Website effectively integrates knowledge of the historical era within the analysis of the author’s status as a “Great American Author”

	
	
	0-----------30----------------50----------------34
	35-- - - - - - - - - - - - - 40 - - - - - - - - - - - - --44
	45-- - - - - - - - - - - - 48 - - - - - - - - - - - - 50


